
Senior Pastors Annual Report – 2012 

“We are a family following God’s way to life, with purpose, prayer and passion”.    And we 
aim to…… 

Discover Jesus      Become Like Jesus        Communicate Jesus’ Love 

 

 Jude 1:20 But you, dear friends, must continue to build your lives on the 
foundation of your holy faith. And continue to pray as you are directed by the Holy 
Spirit.* 21 Live in such a way that God’s love can bless you as you wait for the 
eternal life that our Lord Jesus Christ in his mercy is going to give you.”  

My prayer as your pastor is that we can all do as the above verse asks. To Build our 
lives in Christ through Faith, Pray continuously as directed by the Holy Spirit and 
Live with the knowledge that God’s love has given us Eternal Life.  

As we do this together, I am truly thankful for all who serve God willingly and 
faithfully within the life of DBC. I am grateful for your care of others, your creativity, 
your desire to reach not yet Christians, your service up front and behind the scenes, 
your use of gifts and talents, your prayers, your time given and sacrifices made to 
worship and honor God as His disciples. 

Our year in review: 

 After two years of prayer and searching, it was almost this time last 
year that we agreed as a church to call pastor Chris as Youth and 
Children’s Pastor. Chris and Amy agreed to our call, arrived in 
Devonport and began ministry last December. I know that they have 
barley had a chance to truly settle in, but it’s been wonderful to see 
Chris and Amy’s enthusiasm and passion for ministry affect the lives of 
our youth, young adults and many others that they connect with 
amongst our fellow Baptist churches. It was also a great blessing to 
welcome Josiah into the world back in early July. 

 Due in part to illness and business commitments, pastor Roger was out 
of action at the beginning of this year through to May, but I’m so 
grateful he’s back and active again in Pastoral Care. Please continue 
to uphold Roger and Lona in prayer as they conclude the process of 
closing their business.  

 Vision Statement (From a small impact upon our local community to 
becoming an integral part of our local community and impacting our city 
in the name of Jesus Christ.) 

This time last year after a twelve month hiatus and working with the 
Devonport Council and Devonport High School, we were pleased to be 



able to advertise that Chat N Choose would recommence in 2012. With 
Michelle Reardon now coordinating alongside of Barb Boucher and 
Charmane Sheehan from Devonport Council, it has been an exciting 
rebirth of Chat N Choose. Each week the Chat N Choose team are 
supported by students from Devonport High School and the crèche has 
support from Don College, Early Childhood students. Working with 
those from outside our church has been a wonderful opportunity to 
reflect Christ’s love and introduce them to how God’s church is active 
within our community. 
 
Due in part to our connection with Charmane Sheehan from the DCC, 
I’ve been involved for the last twelve months with church and non-
church groups looking into the issue of Food Security. Food Security is 
the ability of individuals, households and communities to acquire food 
that is sufficient, reliable, nutritious, safe, acceptable and sustainable. 
This is something that we as a church face regularly as people 
approach us for assistance. There are a number of groups already 
working within Devonport to help alleviate this problem, but it is our 
hope that working together we can all do so much more than is 
presently being done. This is another opportunity to share the love of 
Christ within our community and show that we are not only involved in 
our community but conscious of the needs that affect many within 
Devonport and beyond. There will be opportunity for people to be 
involved in the future, so if you think you could be interested in 
supporting projects within Devonport, please let me know.  
 
I also had the privilege of attending a dinner with the board of Baptist 
World Aid on the 10th of August in Melbourne, as they released their 
latest, “Be Love, End Poverty” campaign, called “The End of Greed”. 
This is a compelling look at how we within the western world consume 
so much, (not just food) while there are so many within our world 
dyeing with nothing. If your home group would be interested at looking 
at this study, please talk to me. 

 Vision Statement (From lowest common denominator facilities, practices and 
hospitality to culturally and demographically appropriate facilities, 
practices and hospitality.) 

The West Hall or (Green Room) extensions continue slowly and I’m 
again incredibly grateful to Nigel, Phil and their team of trusty blokes, 
who have given their time and energy towards this project. Without 
their commitment we wouldn’t be able to build this extension due to the 
costs involved. It’s hopped that the new entrance with wheel chair 
access to the main hall, green room and walk way, will be completed 



by the New Year. Thank you for your patients during this phase of 
upgrades to the LifeWay complex.  

You may also have noticed a number of smaller changes around our 
buildings, (particularly signage) as we come into line with new 
regulations and laws affecting all organisations as outlined by the 
Baptist Union of Tasmania, in their Building Healthy Churches 
handbook. These changes will be outlined in more detail within the 
Administrator’s report from Pam. 

 Vision Statement (From prayer being an extra activity in the life of church, to 
being central and vital, in the life of church) 

Prayer is not an option in the life of God’s church, it is vital. 

Prayer Walking – the first Wednesday of the month 7-8pm, meeting out 
front of the auditorium. We continue to cover our city in prayer as we 
walk the streets praying for the community, over spiritual darkness and 
particularly for those who are not-yet Christians. Anyone is welcome.  

If prayer walking is something you can’t do, you could prayer drive, talk 
to me if you are interested.  

Prayer before PLT - the second and fourth Wednesday of each month 
meeting in Scott’s office, 7-7:30pm. 

Prayer Campaigns – It has been a real blessing to be able to pray 
corporately over the past five or so weeks. Thank you to all who 
opened their homes and to all who were involved. I pray that this past 
five weeks has been a blessing and spurred you on in your prayer life. 
We will be starting another five week Prayer Campaign on the 23rd of 
September. I would love to hear any stories that have come from these 
campaigns.  

If you would like personal prayer ministry, please contact the office to 
make an appointment with myself or pastor Roger. 

Prayer and support of other churches is something that I have been 
praying about and hoping for since I started with DBC and as many of 
you know we’ve been meeting with Deloraine Baptist for a little over 
two years now and look forward to continuing this relationship into the 
future. Craig Townsend, pastor of Deloraine and I meet on a regular 
basis for mutual support and prayer.  

We’ve also begun meeting for prayer and discussion with Sassafras 
Baptist, at their request and I look forward to this relationship being 
strengthened as we continue the support DBC has always had with 
them. I’ve been invited to speak at Sassafras Baptist on the 23rd of 
Sept. 



There are also a number of connections that pastor Chris has made 
with Latrobe, Sheffield, Lower Barrington and Ulverstone Baptists, 
which I’m sure he’ll comment on in his report. I and the PLT support 
these connections as a way of encouraging our smaller Baptist 
churches. 

 The following is a general sketch of my more regular activities for the 
benefit of those that may not know. 

 Meetings with PLT twice a month 
 Meet with Church Council once a month 
 Karingal Communion Service third Monday each month 
 Meet with DCLA (Devonport Christian Leaders Ass.) once 

a month 
 Kids Hope mentoring each week 
 Food Security monthly meeting 
 Life Group Sunday evenings (except Soul Reviver) 
 Counselling two to four times a week 
 Meeting with Baptist pastors every six weeks 
 General & Specific visitation weekly 
 And for those that may not know, my Day Off is Friday. 

 

Psalm 73:28  But as for me, how good it is to be near God! I have made the 
Sovereign Lord my shelter, and I will tell everyone about the wonderful things you 
do. 

Asaph was and is still so right.  

Amen 

Pastor Scott 


